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North West River Basin District 
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North West River Basin District 

Irwell Catchment  

Phase 1 Focus 
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Integrated Water Management 

 

 

Natural Course - Strategic Objectives 

Improve  

Water Quality 

 

 

Reduce  

Flood Risk 

 

Enhance 

Biodiversity 
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Natural Course - Strategic Approach 

Integrated  

Water Management 

Flood Risk 

Management 

Protect  

and Enhance 

Biodiversity 

Spatial 

Planning 

Water 

Treatment 
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Distribution  

Capacity 

and 
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Detailed Programme Objectives 

High Level 

Increase 

capacity to 

deliver 

improvements 

in the river 

basin district's 

water 

environment 

Increase fund 

mobilization 

and leverage to 

improve cost 

benefit ratios 

through more 

synergistic 

measures 

Demonstrate 

feasibility of 

natural 

infrastructure 

solutions to 

address diffuse 

pollution and 

flooding  

Increase 

engagement 

and formalize 

stakeholders' 

roles to better 

target priorities 

for integrated  

action  

Improve 

understanding 

of innovative 

solutions by 

improving third 

party inputs 

into river basin 

planning 

Reduce 

barriers to 

integration by 

exploring 

optimal 

arrangements 

for catchment 

management 

Provide 

mechanisms to 

upscale and 

replicate 

successes 

across  

England and 

the EU 

Complementary 

Establish 

principles for 

improving 

cross sectoral 

integration to 

achieve water 

environment 

objectives  

Resolve 

problems 

relating to 

cross border 

management of 

water bodies 

with devolved 

administrations  

Local Objectives 

Collaboration & Integration Innovation Step Change In Delivery Mobilising Funds Natural Capital Approach 

Themes 

Engagement 

Natural Flood 
Management 

Irwell Intensive 
Catchment 

Sustainable Drainage 
Solutions 

New Intensive 
Catchment  

Green Infrastructure 

Wider Water 
Governance 

Ecosystem Services 

Link to National Strategy 

River Basin 
Management 

Diffuse rural pollution 

Diffuse urban pollution 

Natural Course - Programme Objectives 
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Develop best practice 

Build knowledge, capacity and capability 

Develop new ways of working  

Engage, integrate 

and communicate 

Natural Course - Programme Approach 
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Natural Course - Programme progress 
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